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FOUR STEP PROCESS TO STORM PREPAREDNESS   1) Identify the storm shelter available to you and make your evacuation plan. Choose two places to meet: one outside your home and one outside your neighborhood. Make sure you have bottled water, first aid kit, flashlights, battery-powered radio, non-perishable food, blankets, clothing, prescription drugs, eyeglasses, personal hygiene supplies, and some cash or traveler’s checks. Check with your veterinary for help with a plan for your pets, as some shelters won’t take pets. Before leaving your home, turn off all utilities and disconnect appliances, as well as protecting your property (install storm shutters or cover windows prior to a hurricane). 2) Take an inventory of your property. 3) Review your insurance coverage. 4) After the disaster strikes and your home is damaged, call your insurance agent or company with your policy number. Take photos/video of the damage. Make necessary repairs, saving all receipts. If necessary, ask your company about coverage for additional living expenses.

Florida INSURER OF LAST RESORT RANKS FIRST   Florida’s homeowners insurer of last resort, Citizens Property Insurance Corp, has risen to the top by default. Citizens was never intended to become a market leader, but two years of devastating hurricanes, market woes and the insolvency of the state's third-largest homeowners insurer, have driven others away from the costly coastal market, leaving the state-owned insurer to fill the void. Those insurers that are staying are only willing due to large premium and deductible increases that are more reflective of the risk. Meanwhile, those same insurers, along with the ones that fled the market, are competing for greater market share in the Midwest and other regions less prone to coastal risk, leading to greater market softening in most lines of business.  

TRAFFIC DEATHS DOWN ON MN ROADS IN 2005 

According to the StarTribune, the 559 traffic fatalities in Minnesota last year represent a 9% decrease compared with a yearly average of 614 during the previous 5 years, according to reports from the Dept. of Public Safety. 52 of Minnesota’s 87 counties had fewer crash deaths last year than in their previous 5-year average, while 33 counties had more. The state identified areas contributing to last year’s decline, compared with 2000-04 as follows: 1) Seat belt use – there was a 15% decrease in unbelted fatalities. 2) Impaired driving – there was a 12% decrease in alcohol-related traffic deaths. 3) Speeding – there were almost 7% fewer fatal crashes due to illegal or unsafe speed. Big Stone, Chippewa, Grant, Mahnomen, Norman, Sibley, Swift and Traverse Counties recorded no traffic fatalities in 2005; and Hennepin, Scott, Ramsey, and Anoka Counties saw a decrease of 3 or more fatalities compared to the previous 5-year period.

The following information was reprinted from the Motor Vehicle Registration:  

Minnesota Law Enforcement

Is Enforcing Speed Limits.

The Posted Speed is the Speed Limit.

Do You Have Chronic Lead-Foot Syndrome?

The life-threatening disease is common on Minnesota roads. Symptoms include disregarding speed limits, ignoring speedometers, and an overall need to speed. Minnesota law enforcement officers are treating motorists at roadside consultations. They’ll talk to you about your problem and prescribe a ticket that will make you think twice before exceeding the speed limits.

Fast Facts about Speeding in Minnesota

· Unsafe and illegal speeding is the number-one contributing factor in fatal crashes.

· In the last five years speeding was a factor in 864 traffic deaths.

· Twice as many speed-related fatal crashes occur in rural areas than urban areas.

Laws You Should Know:

· Motorists caught traveling 20 mph over the speed limit face an additional fine of $25 or double the ticket cost – whichever is greater.

· Motorists caught traveling at 100 mph or over face the fine plus a six-month revocation of driver’s license.

Time Saved Per Trip at Different Speeds

                                                   Trip               45 mph               55 mph               60 mph

                                                   Miles             vs. 55 mph          vs. 60 mph         vs. 65 mph
                                                       5                  1 minute,            27 seconds         23 seconds

                                                                         13 seconds

                                                     10                  2 minutes,          55 seconds         46 seconds

                                                                         25 seconds

                                                     20                  4 minutes,            1 minute,           1 minute,

                                                                         50 seconds           49 seconds        32 seconds

Driving Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths
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